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Welcome to the University of Northampton 
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to your studies at the University 
of Northampton. The purpose of this document is to help you prepare for coming to 
study with us and give you an opportunity to meet members of your programme team as 
well as other students who’ve chosen the same course. We want to make sure that you 
are inspired, anchored, prepared, and enabled to succeed. 

Through engaging with our welcome and induction activities you will get to know your 
super-supportive tutors, have a chance to make new friends and be able to access what 
you need to know and do to start studying successfully. Ultimately, we want you to feel 
confident about how you will learn. 

This Welcome Pack covers the following key areas: 
• A welcome message from your Programme Leader 
• Details of online Welcome and Induction sessions scheduled during the second 

half of August and the first three weeks in September 
• Technical information to make joining these sessions as easy as possible 
• What happens during Welcome and Induction Week – meeting with your Personal 

Tutor and other University-wide events 

Welcome – Your Programme Leader 
Welcome to Film and Screen Studies at the University of Northampton! We hope you will have 
a rewarding and enjoyable course of study with us. In the Film & Screen Studies part of your 
joint degree programme, you’ll spend three years following your passions studying the 
cultural significance, history, industry and various theories of film and screen media. 
Whatever your interests (the Marvel Cinematic Universe, cult movies, horror, reality television, 
soap operas, Hollywood blockbusters, indie film, science fiction, Netflix originals, video games, 
social media, and so on!) we have it covered! You will be taught in various ways; lectures, 
seminars, workshops, and online discussion forums for example. Assessment is also diverse 
to suit different skills and abilities, and for you to develop many others. All the Film and 
Screen tutors are passionate and enthusiastic about the subject, research and publish in their 
specialist fields, and work hard to ensure students get the very best out of their degree 
course. The information in this document gives you timetable for welcome week, and 
indication as to the first-year course content. We look forward to meeting you. 

 
 
Dr Michael Starr 
Programme Leader, Film and Screen Studies 
Mike.Starr@northampton.ac.uk  
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Welcome and Induction Online Sessions 
We would like to invite you to join members of your subject and programme team, and 
other students joining you at the University of Northampton this year for an online 
welcome and induction experience in the weeks leading up to the start of term. The 
details of your programme specific experience are as follows: 

 

Getting to Know You 
Session 1 

Date:  15th September 2021 

Time: 1-2pm 

Link: Induction Session 1 
Introduction to 
Learning and 
Teaching on your 
Programme 
Session 2 

Date: 22nd September 2021 

Time: 12 -1pm 
Link: Induction Session 2 

Supporting Your 
Success 
Session 3 

Date: 22nd September 2021 

Time: 3-4pm 

Link: Introduction Session 3   

If you are a Joint Honours student, don’t forget to check out both subject areas and 
join the different sessions for each subject. 

 

Preparing you for Learning and Teaching at Northampton 
Learning and teaching at the University of Northampton is designed to help you take 
control of your own learning, using small group teaching, team-working and one-to-one 
tutorials that allow learning to take place in face-to-face environments and using 
carefully crafted digital experiences. To help you prepare for this personalised approach 
to learning, our welcome and induction activities are designed to introduce you to our 
learning technologies so that you are ready to go for the start of term. Through 
engaging in some preparatory work before our live sessions, you can think about some 
of the questions you might have and have opportunities to explore the many ways in 
which you are supported. You can also meet the other students on your programme. 

 

Technical Support 
As part of our welcome and induction, we would like you to engage with us using our 
online tool, Blackboard Collaborate. It is broadly similar to using Skype or Zoom, which 
you may have come across before. You will be able to join your Welcome and Induction 
sessions as a guest, meaning that you do not need to create an account in order to 
participate. 

 

https://eu.bbcollab.com/guest/e5fa8e2add2b442fa1e888275d01ee7a
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Using Collaborate 
1) Test whether your browser will work with Collaborate 
2) Review the student guide to using Collaborate 
3) Test Collaborate by visiting our test ‘classroom’ to address any technological 

challenges. This classroom will be available 24/7 from now until the end of 
September. You can join the classroom now and follow the instructions to 
test your audio and video functions. 

 
If you are still experiencing difficulties, please call our on-site team for further 
help: +44 (0)1604 893333. 
 

LinkedIn Learning 
Once you become a student at the University of Northampton, you will also have access 
to a wealth of online technical support through LinkedIn Learning so you can improve 
your digital skills any time, any place. 
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What Happens in Welcome Week? 
The first week of the semester is devoted to a range of activities that will help you to 
meet the rest of the students on your course, the people who will teach you and allow 
you to familiarise yourself with what you will be studying and the facilities you will 
use. 

A separate timetable of events is provided for this week which will tell you where you 
need to be and at what time.  There will also be plenty of other staff and student 
ambassadors around to make sure that you find your way to the right things. 

Each student is allocated to a Personal Tutor (PT) and you will have an opportunity to 
meet with them during the first week. If you are a Joint Honours student, you will be in a 
tutor group with other students who share one of your subject areas. The PT meeting  
would be a good opportunity for you to discuss any questions you may have about 
personalised support if you haven’t already contacted those teams directly. Please know 
that you can also get in touch with your Personal Tutor directly should you need to. 
Your PT will tell you more about how to do this. 

At the University of Northampton, our Personal Tutors meet regularly and frequently 
with their tutees, both in group and in 1-to-1 sessions. They will help you to reflect on 
how your studies are going and explore actions you can take to maximise your chances 
of success. 
 

https://www.northampton.ac.uk/student-life/support/academic-support/
https://www.northampton.ac.uk/student-life/support/academic-support/


 

BA Film and Screen Studies 
Welcome Week Timetable 27th September to 1st October 2021 

(Subject to change.  Please check programme NILE site after enrolment for the latest version) 
Time Monday 27th 

September 
Tuesday 28th 
September 

Wednesday 29th 
September 

Thursday 30th 
September 

Friday 1st October 

 
Am 

Suggested: SU 
welcome at the Engine 
Shed (from 10am) 

  9am-11am: 
Getting to know how 
the system works – 
NILE Online (shared 
with Creative Film) 
 

 

 
Mid-
Morning 

  10am-12 noon: 
Introduction to Film 
and Screen Studies at 
UoN; meet the course 
team; quiz 
(Learning Hub Room 
230) 
 

 11am-1pm: 
Film and Screen 
Studies Drop-in 
session - a chance to 
ask any questions you 
may have (optional) 
Online 

 
Afternoon 

  2-4pm: Meet your 
personal tutor 
(Learning Hub Room 
230) 

Film and Screen 
Studies Trip – meet 
outside The Creative 
Hub at 2pm (Subject 
to change) 

 

 
 
Evening 
 
 

Suggested: 6-9 
Students’ Union Board 
Games/Soft Drinks 
Night at the Engine 
Shed 

 Suggested: 6-9 SU E-
Sports Tournament at 
the Engine Shed 

 Suggested: 6-9 SU 
Social Night at the 
Engine Shed 
9-late 
SU Club Night at 
Element 

https://eu.bbcollab.com/guest/071c6be1e50544528958ff1305a06d6e
https://eu.bbcollab.com/guest/071c6be1e50544528958ff1305a06d6e
https://eu.bbcollab.com/guest/027f8f706eb443068256c37bee97a857
https://eu.bbcollab.com/guest/027f8f706eb443068256c37bee97a857


 

 
Your First Year of Study: 
The first year of your Film and Screen Studies degree is made up of three compulsory modules; Film Analysis, Studying Television, and 
Media and the Creative Industries. These cover various facets of screen media and the media industries, and allow you to expand your 
knowledge, critical skills, and gauge you specific interests to pursue in your subsequent studies. Each module is worth 20 credits. In your 
first year you will therefore take a total of 60 credits with us as a joint honours student, and an additional 60 credits with your other joint 
subject (three modules per semester, a mix of both programmes). 
 
First Year Modules: 
 
MED1072 Film Analysis  
This module offers an introduction to thinking and writing about film. Using a selection of film texts drawn from different genres, different 
national and stylistic traditions, and different historical periods it introduces students to a range of filmmaking practices and interpretive 
approaches. Films are also examined in the light of different levels of analysis, ranging from popular reviews to high-theoretical 
interrogation, to demonstrate the different registers in which writing about film is conducted, facilitating the development of skills in film 
analysis and critical writing about film.  
Recommended text: Monaco, James. How to read a film. Oxford University Press, 2009. 
 
MED1073 Studying Television 
This module introduces key debates and issues in television studies and gives you a grounding in the skills necessary to read and critically 
comment on televisual texts in an academic context. It will also give you a practical understanding of television as an industry. You will 
examine the development of (primarily) British and American television to the present day, exploring the global impact of television images, 
production methods and broadcasting strategies alongside general perceptions of television as an everyday, domestic medium. The 
module focuses on industry, history, genre and audience, exploring how particular genres have developed and how technological 
development has changed television delivery and consumption since its rise in the 1950s. 
 
MED1084 Media and the Creative Industries. 
The purpose of this module is to examine how media products are created, delivered, promoted and received across a range of 
increasingly convergent formats (TV, Film, Online, Video-games), thereby encouraging students to consider the numerous factors that 
influence the media with which they engage on a day-to-day basis. Seminars will provide an introduction to the history, institutional 
development and major formal characteristics of contemporary screen media. We will consider screen media as part of popular culture – 



 

both contextualising and analysing the history, industry, cultural development, form, aesthetics, and consumption of different screen media 
(e.g. film, television, video games, internet). Sessions will explore how narrative and spectacle, engagement and immersion, and production 
and consumption have been understood from different perspectives. The module will develop an appreciation of the complexity of the 
term 'culture' in relation to screen media, as well as investigating aspects of form and aesthetics, from technological advances (sound and 
colour to 3D and HD) to genre conventions. 
 
What can I do to prepare before arriving at university? 
You will be given access to an online site on the university’s Virtual Learning Environment (called NILE) for all materials and your timetable. 
You will need to check these regularly. NILE has information on programmes (e.g. BA Film and Screen Studies) and modules which are parts 
of the course/awards. You will submit work here and participate in any e-learning or blended learning through NILE. Leading up to the 
commencement of the course, watch and explore as much screen media—film, television, webisodes, apps, video games—as you can, and 
try finding out a bit about your favourite genres, directors, writers, creators, commentators, channels, production companies, and fandoms.  
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