
The Future is You

Making the most of 
opportunities

Some content adapted from Aiming Higher module, from www.twinkl.co.uk

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Target: yr 6, 30 min workshop, with activitiesSee notes pages for activities



Today we will be thinking about opportunities that are available to us 
now and those which might be available to us in the future.

Q. But first, let’s think about the word opportunities. What does 
this word mean to you?

Opportunities for all

The dictionary definition of opportunity is:
‘a time or set of circumstances that makes it possible to do something’.

So an opportunity is a chance to do something, try something, 
or get experience of something.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain that the children will be learning all about opportunities and how to make the most of them. Ask the class what they think is meant by the word ‘opportunities’. 



Opportunities for all

Throughout our lives, we all have access to 
opportunities.   Opportunities to try something 
new, learn something, or go somewhere.

Q. Can you think of any opportunities that you 
have been fortunate enough to have 
experienced?

These might be clubs you have joined, places you 
have visited, events you have been a part of or 
skills you have learnt.

Let’s share some of these opportunities.

Image source: clipartmax.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Question to the class. Can you think of any opportunities that you have been fortunate enough to have experienced? These might be clubs you have joined, places you have visited, events you have been a part of or skills you have learnt from friends or family or experiences you have had.



What can we do right now?

Make a list of all the opportunities usually 
available to you. Attending school, clubs, online 
activities, music lessons, visiting the zoo… 
anything at all that you might have a chance to 
experience. You may be surprised just how many 
there are!

Image source: twinkl.co.uk

Opportunities are all around us. Sometimes they are 
presented to us, but often we need to look for them.

Clubs in and out of school, trips to places of interest 
and joining in with certain events are all 
opportunities we can take.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opportunities are all around us. Sometimes they are presented to us, but often we need to look for them.  This can sometimes be daunting, and stretch our comfort zone, especially if it is new or with people we don't know, but it is rarely as bad as we imagine that it will be! Infact, stretching our comfort zone can lead to increased confidence, motivation, increased knowledge and self-belief.Activity: Pair and share or individually, ask students to make a list on a GoogleDoc, on the whiteboard or in their workbooks.Consider everything – clubs, hobbies, online activities, museums and libraries, Guides, Scouts, school residentials, employer engagement/ meet the employer events at schools, visiting the zoo, going to a summer school / holiday club… even playing a computer game is give you skills that you may want to use in a job one day!Just by attending school you are embracing an ‘opportunity’. Some of the people in this class may become your work colleagues, someone you go travelling the world with, your boss or even someone you marry!  What you are learning in school will help give you many skills and options when you are older. For example, the school core values are teaching you the importance of respect, empathy, citizenship, team work…. (add your school core values here) which are all SKILLS FOR LIFE.The skills you learn everyday – resilience when tackling a tricky subject, working with people outside of your friendship group, stretching your comfort zone, learning new topics, supporting your friends, working in teams… – these are all key skills which shape you and make you a confident, resilient and courageous person.And Education itself, is an opportunity.



Watch the first two minutes of the following clip. 
It’s a good example of how someone faced 
their own personal challenges to stretch 

that comfort zone!

Watch video

Life begins at the edge of your comfort zone

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IIMPORTANT NOTES FOR TEACHERS – the beginning of this clip is great. Watch the following clip until 2.08 mins (until she moves on to talk about a village, which is a domestic violence example which might not be appropriate for a classroom)https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmN4xOGkxGo Other optional videos you may wish to show, to inspire your students:Be whoever you want at any age | Ishita Katyal | TEDxGateway https://youtu.be/Na9g6raGwio (4 min 56)Shorts, humorous video that might get children thinking about other jobs! - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUup841pZrs (3 min 23)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmN4xOGkxGo


Future Opportunities
As we grow up, different opportunities become available to us.

What do you 
think you may 

have the 
opportunity to 
learn about as 
you get older?

What skills do 
you think you 
may have the 
opportunity to 

develop about as 
you get older?

What places do 
you think you 
may get the 

opportunity to 
visit when you 

are older?

What job 
opportunities

do you think you 
may be available 

when you are 
older?
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Presentation Notes
Time to consider what opportunities are available to us when we are older.Activity: Option 1: put the four headings on 4 x separate large pieces of paper, put these in four different areas of the room.  Students move around the room, in the same direction, to write their ideas on the paper / or write their ideas on post it notes, then move around the room to stick them onto the paper.Option 2: Students work in groups on a Googledoc to write their ideasOption 3: Students complete this in their workbooks, or as a 'hands up' class activity



Future Opportunities

Opportunities to 
learn about

Places to visitSkills Job opportunities

Content adapted from Aiming Higher module, www.twinkl.co.uk
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Opportunities to learn about: a certain job, e.g. Engineering, how to fly a plane, learning a new language, how to make a computer game,  how to be a vet…. This could be at school, college, university or learning on the job.Places to visit:  Thailand, other towns in the UK, Europe, Mars, Antartica, the seaside… The options are limitless, when you are older! Once you get a job and earn some money, you can choose where to visit!  You may even get a job working abroad, such as a politician or working as a fashion designer.Skills: How to drive, how to cook a curry, how to vlog, how to communicate with people you’ve just met, a new language, how to use a new mobile phone... You’re learning skills in your everyday life already, and will continue you to learn new skills throughout your life.  Your brain loves learning!Job opp’s: racing car driver, nurse, illustrator, story writer, astronaut, web developer, fashion designer, fire officer... You can be whatever you want to be! But you have to work hard and focus at school, to get qualifications, to give you choices and options when you are 18.



Future Opportunities

Why should we try to seize opportunities as they arise?
The opportunity might not arise again

It is a chance to try something new

We might learn a new skill or develop an existing skill

It might open the door to further opportunities

We could discover something we love doing or are great at

The experience could help us gain confidence

We might gain greater independence

It could help us reach our goals and achieve success

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opportunities give you skills, confidence and knowledge.You have the power  to take up opportunities and also seek out new opportunities.Often, seeking out new opportunities puts us out of our comfort zone – but this can be when the best learning happens, and unexpected opportunities arise!Something you do now as a hobby, club or for fun might become your job one day!



The choice is yours

As we grow up, we will all have opportunities 
available to us. If we pass them up and don’t 
give new things a chance, we could be really 
missing out on amazing experiences.
The opportunities we take can really help us go 
further in life.
Stretching our comfort zone helps us grow as 
people – it's never as scary as it seems.
You have the power to develop your knowledge, 
skills and confidence by seeking out new 
opportunities to develop and grow.
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Go out and find new opportunities!Optional activities:1. Goal setting – now that you have heard about the different opportunities available to your friends in the room, set yourself a goal to try and find a new opportunity to try. Write this down on a post it note, in your note book or on your phone – and keep it somewhere safe – as a constant reminder of the goal you have set.2. Scenario cards – these are all about different children facing different opportunities from twinkl.co.uk3. Personal Opportunity Activity Sheet from twinkl.co.uk
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Presentation Notes
For further information on careers, options post key stage 4 and going to university, check out aspire-higher.co.uk


	The Future is You��Making the most of opportunities
	Opportunities for all
	Opportunities for all
	What can we do right now?
	Life begins at the edge of your comfort zone
	Future Opportunities
	Future Opportunities
	Future Opportunities
	The choice is yours
	Final slide

