
University: What’s it all about?

The Future is You

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation introduces University and higher education to Y6 children.  It includes a mixture of video clips and activities and can be taught alongside the 'Y6 – The Future is You – Opportunities' presentation by the University of Northampton, and alongside Y6 transition activities.It will take 30 mins.



University: What’s it all about?

• By the end of the workshop we’d
like you to understand what a 
university is and be confident in 
what your options are when you 
are older.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today we are going to explore a few new terms, such as higher education, college and university.  Question to the class: Is anyone familiar with these terms? Has anyone been to a University before? Does anyone know anyone who has been to University?University is somewhere you study after you turn 18 years old, if you want to learn more about a subject or to get a certain job.Firstly, we're going to show you a video clip to get you thinking and to help you understand what we're talking about today.



What is University?

Activity: 
Watch this short video, and then we'll explore a bit 
more what we mean by the terms Higher Education 
and University

UCAS short intro to HE: https://youtu.be/Of4_6antgN4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity: Watch this short video, and then we'll explore a bit more what we mean by the terms Higher Education and UniversityUCAS short intro to HE: https://youtu.be/Of4_6antgN4 Note to teachers: The words can flash up on the screen fairly quickly, so please be aware that some learners may need further explanation (see next slide).Q: Now that we have watched it, what where the key words that people remember?  

https://youtu.be/Of4_6antgN4


Thank you.
Any questions?

What do you already know about the
following terms? 

University
Higher Education
Degree
College
Apprenticeship

We're going to explore what these words mean 
in this workshop

What do you already know?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity: Pair and share, or self reflection. Who knows anything about the following terms? (see following slide notes too)University – a place of study after sixth form or college. In England, students typically study at University after the age of 18, though you can leave education, work for a few years and choose to study at a university at any age. There are thousands of courses to choose from and that is the difference with school – you don't have to go to university, you choose to.  People choose to study a subject they love, to study a subject that will help them get the job they want to do (e.g. teaching, as a gaming animator or fashion designer ) and also to increase their chances of a better paid job. University is a place of study for 'higher education' (see the next slide for a simple image). You're in compulsory education at the moment. Higher Education is your choice.Degree – the name of a qualification studied in higher education. Typically takes three years, and once you've finished, you can put letters after your name! E.g. BA, BSc, BEng (Batchelor of Arts, Science or Engineering).College – typically a place of study for further education. This is where you may study after you finish school at 16 years old. Post-16 studies take place in schools, yr 12 and 13 (sixth forms) or colleges. (See next slide for image.)Some people choose to work and study after they finish school, this is called an Apprenticeship. Typically for more hands on careers but not exclusively (e.g. carpentry, plumbing, small animal care, catering...). People usually do an Apprenticeship instead of A-Levels or BTECs at post-16. Apprenticeships can be studied at several levels, from the equivalent to GCSE's through a higher apprenticeship, equivalent to a Degree.



Secondary School

Primary School

College or in
employment

College,
University or in

employment

Routes through education

Secondary 
School

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Routes into Higher EducationSo, how do you get to into higher education and where does it fit into your future?This is a very basic overview, and there are many ways you can study, develop your skills and get work experience in the job you want to do when you're older.At 16 years old, you decide whether to stay on at school and go to 'Sixth Form' (yr 12/13) to study A Levels or BTECs, go to College, or even start working and doing an Apprenticeship (working whilst you study). This is called 'Further Education' or FE. Unlike school, you choose what and where to study!At 18 years old you choose to go to work, or College (FE) or University (Higher Education – HE) to study a subject in even more depth – called a Degree – for at least three years.  By going from further into higher education, you get to study a subject you enjoy, or specialise in a job you want to do, which gives you much better chances for getting a better paid job and a job you want to do.



True or False?

• You attend the University in your hometown

• You call teachers (lecturers) by the first 
name

• Everyone must go to University once they’ve 
finished school

• You wear a uniform at University

• There are clubs similar to after school clubs 
at University e.g. football or debating clubs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity: University facts – stand up if it’s true, sit down if it’s false You attend the University in your hometownYou wear a uniform at universityEveryone must go to university once they’ve finished school You call teachers (lecturers) by the first nameThere are clubs similar to after school clubs at University e.g. football or debating clubs  



True or False?

There are clubs similar to after- school clubs TRUE
at University e.g. football or debating 
clubs

You attend the University in your hometown FALSE

You call teachers (lecturers) by their first name TRUE

You wear a uniform at university FALSE

Everyone must go to University 
once they’ve finished school FALSE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 You attend the University in your hometownFALSE.  There are 100's of Universities – in this Country and all over the world! Northampton has a University, so does Bedford, Cambridge, Leicester, Newcastle, Bournemouth... In fact, many places have colleges and universities where you can study higher education courses.  You can choose! Students are able to access some financial support to enable them to move away from home and go to a university that they choose to.You call teachers (lecturers) by their first name TRUE  Your teachers at university are called lecturers (not teachers) and you call them by their first name. Everyone must go to university once they’ve finished school FALSE.  It is up to you and may depend on the job/career you would like to go into.  University isn’t for everyone and not all jobs will ask for a Degree (university qualification). However, for those that enjoy learning and want to learn a subject in depth, it increases your chances of getting a better paid job in the future. There are over 50,000 different combinations of subjects to choose from! Some careers will require you to get a Degree (or even higher qualifications!), such as Teaching, Engineer, Nursing… Everyone must study at some level until they are 18 years old – but that doesn’t just have to be at a school or college (such as a traineeship or Apprenticeship – where you learn on the job and gain work experience as well).   You wear a uniform at university. FALSE. There is no equivalent to a 'school uniform' at University. University is a place where you treated like adults, being able to make your own choices about what you study, what you wear, how much time you spend studying... You are responsible for your own learning and you learn much more indpendently than at school.    There are clubs similar to after school clubs at University e.g. football or debating clubs TRUE. Universities have a ‘Students Union’ which has a variety of clubs and societies to meet all interests and hobbies…. The University of Northampton has many including American Football society, Hockey society, Womens Football society, Rock Music Society, LBGT Society (lesbian, bi-sexual, gay and transexual) Harry Potter Society, Debating Society… so you could meet a variety of people from all over the world with the same interest as you.  There are also many cafes and nightclubs for ‘student only’ places to meet other University students.� 



Campus Tour of the University of Northampton

What do you think a University Campus looks like?

What do think is the same to school?
What is different?

https://www.northampton.ac.uk/360-Tour/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If your class is interested, use this interactive link to explore what the University of Northampton campus is like.https://www.northampton.ac.uk/360-Tour/Optional activity: Ask the class, what are the similarities or differences to school?Answers could include:Similarities: classrooms, whiteboards in the classroom, sports hall, café/restaurantDifferences: bigger than school, open work/study spaces, specialised teaching spaces (for example, media suites, Paramedic Science, Midwifery, Arts subjects), gym, halls of residence (where you can live on campus), laundry

https://www.northampton.ac.uk/360-Tour/


What subjects can 
you study at 
University?

There are many 
subjects you can study 
at University. Look at 
the following slide and 
decide which of these 
are real Degree 
courses that you can 
study.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note to teachers: See accompanying presentation notes, if you would like to make this into a 'card sort' activity. Alternatively, see the following slide.



Which of these are real courses at 
University?

• Baking
• Horses 
• Time
• Circus Skills
• Floristry
• Computer Games 
• Puppetry
• Teaching
• Surfing

• Farming
• Harry Potter 
• Being a Music DJ
• Cruise Ships
• Acting
• Leather
• Shoes
• Drawing & Painting
• Fashion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity: Either as a card sort individually or in pairs from the screen, discuss the courses listed above. Do you think these are REAL courses or FAKE courses?Teachers: Use the accompanying document for a list of courses to be used for a sorting activity, if required.



The answer is...

You can study all of these topics at University! 

• All of these are real topics that you can study at University.
• However, one of these isn't a full course and can only be 

studied as part of a Degree... Which one is it?

• Harry Potter Studies. This isn't a full Degree title, BUT it 
is a topic (Module) you can study as part of an Education 
Studies Degree.

• The following slide gives you the full title of each Degree 
course.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many, many different subjects you can study. Over 50,000! And when you go into further and higher education there will be many other different subjects as these are changing and developing all the time, in line with technology and employers. The point is, whatever you’re interested in, there is a course or career or job out there for you. 



Baking Science and 
Technology
Horses = Equestrian 
(Sports Coaching)
Time = Horology
Circus & Physical Theatre
Floristry & Floral Design
Computer Games Art
Puppetry Design
Teaching
Surf Science & 
Technology
Farm & Business 
Management

Harry Potter = a module 
within Education Studies
Music Production & DJ 
Practice
Cruise Management
Acting
Leather Technology
Shoes = Footwear & 
Accessories
Drawing & Painting = 
Illustration
Fashion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notes for teachers: The course titles are noted in bold.  These are all full undergraduate 3 yr Degree courses, other than Surf Science & Technology which is a Foundation Degree (equiv. to yr 1 & 2). These are all subjects from universities and HE colleges across the UK.Details of each course title are on the accompanying document to this presentation. 



University life

Presenter
Presentation Notes
University isn't just about studying! University is about learning new things about you, meeting people from all over the world, living in a new town or city (if you want to), being independent and being who you really want to be.  At University, you meet lots of like minded people, who may be very different from the people you went to school or college with, and often, these become friends for life.University life is a lot of fun, and hard work too! Once of the key things that people learn at university is life skills.   Activity: Q. Ask the class, to think about the SKILLS they've used today. HANDS UP  [Answers may include: listening, team work, collaboration, respect, communication, questioning, thinking, working together, being able to talk in front of others…]   To do well at school – and beyond – you need to harness all of these skills and apply them to all aspects of your life.   Q. Hands up who goes to an after-school club or activity out of school? [ask for a few examples] We’ve talked a lot about school, but for some of you, you might continue doing your hobby as a career or to study at university. Or your hobby might be the thing that opens the doors and gives you different opportunities. For example, playing Rugby, going to Guides or Scouts or playing an instrument.  All of the skills you are learning in these hobbies are also giving you the skills you need to get through secondary school and beyond. Skills such as commitment, challenge, perseverance, resilience, confidence… 



You have the power to choose

How hard you work.

How much effort you put in.

How easily you give up.

Opening yourself up to new 
opportunities.

Having a positive outlook and being the 
best that you can be.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, ultimately, you have the power to choose.How hard you work.How much effort you put in.How easily you give up.Opening yourself up to new opportunities.Having a positive outlook and being the best that you can be.We've talked a lot about your future – and what you might choose to do once you've finished school. There are over 50,000 different combinations of subjects you can study in higher education! You have so many more choices as you go through your schooling journey and options available to you. Whatever you’re interested in, there is a course or career or job out there for you. Ultimately, remember that EFFORT gives you SUCCESS. Putting the effort in with school and any other activities you take part in (music, sports, hobbies, helping your grandparents with their gardening...), will give you more confidence, options and choices for what you want to do when you finish school.Optional video: Why is Education Important? https://youtu.be/YJbQphVcGxA (2 min 13) A short video outlining the point of education.



So what courses can we study at 
University?
https://digital.ucas.com/search

UCAS course search. Try and find some of the 
courses available at University.
com/search
• Search for courses of subjects that you learn at 

school.
• Search for courses you've never heard of!
• What is the most unusual subject you can find?
• Have you heard of some of these towns and 

cities where the courses are based?

• Tell your partner!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Final activity to end the lesson: UCAS course search. If I.T. is available (or as a whole class) explore the different courses available at University. https://digital.ucas.com/search Search for courses of subjects that you learn at school.Search for courses you've never heard of!What is the most unusual subject you can find?Have you heard of some of these towns and cities where the courses are based?

https://digital.ucas.com/search
https://digital.ucas.com/search


Presenter
Presentation Notes
For further information on careers, options post key stage 4 and going to university, check out aspire-higher.co.uk
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