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Introduction to the course(s) 

Education studies is about how people learn, the systems that are used to 
assist people learn. It is about the theory of learning and the policies, 

ideologies and procedures that result from interpretation of these theories. It 
draws on psychology, history, sociology and politics and weaves ideas from 
these disciplines them into a subject in its own right. It is not a teacher 

training course but it is good preparation for students wishing to go onto 
teaching or working with people in their careers.  

In year one there are no choices of modules and the emphasis (for both 
single and joint honours students) is to learn how to learn in Higher 

Education. Choices widen as students move up the years and the aim is that 
students take control of their own education and tailor their course to their 
own needs. To this end, year two focuses on experiential learning and year 

three on independent learning. 
 

Introductory Task for Education Studies. 
Look at these web pages https://study.sagepub.com/bartlettburton4e (which 
go with the book above) and then watch the video at 

https://study.sagepub.com/bartlettburton4e/student-resources/chapter-
2/video about the “nature of education”. Pay particular attention to the 

discussion of “ideology”. Now go to the Guardian newspaper of the 6th April 
2017 and read the article about the proposal by labour to provide free school 
meals for all- https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/apr/06/what-

does-labour-school-meals-policy-mean-for-families-teachers-and-politicians . 
 

 
Write brief notes about each of these questions. 

1. What ideologies are being revealed by Labour in this policy? 

2. Why does Labour want to do this? 
3. What problems might this policy bring with it? 

 
Now write down three question of your own about this policy and try to 
find answers for them. 

 
Learning to ask good questions is the start of studying Education 

Studies at HE level. Within this course it is not that there are right and 
wrong answers (at least not always) which we want you to know but that 
there are questions that can be asked. A good question is one which forces 

the revelations about the subject/topic/issue that is being studied and so 
leads to a greater understanding of the issue.  

Asking good questions is the key skill we want students to learn in year one. 
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Now go to this Wikipedia page- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action_learning   

- we would not normally recommend this as a source but in this case it 
serves our purposes well.  Read about “Action Learning” and then follow up 

by reading about prof. Reg Revans - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reg_Revans- . 
 

1. What does Reg Revans have to say about asking questions? 
2. What is your opinion on asking good questions and how they help 

learning? 
3. Are you surprised that asking questions may be as (if not more) 

important than “knowing” and “remembering” facts?  

4. Given the above, is it a surprise to you that we do not have exams 
within Education studies? 

5. If you had a choice, how would you want to be assessed during your 
degree? What are the good things and less good things about your 
chosen methods? 

 
Asking questions, thinking about issues, analysing ideas and policies and 

communicating what you think to others in order to discuss them and find out 
what others think, are all things you will be doing during your Education 

Studies Course.  If you can do these things, in a clear and logical way, you 
will do well. 
 

There are no special materials required for Education Studies but portable 
access to the internet is almost essential and we recommend that students 

have a lap-top or tablet computer that picks up Wi-Fi.  Although useful, 
smart-phones are a little too small for the tasks we have in mind for you. 
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