Qilpas | on Fhe Row o BeTAN, Frars. [ A Guleg
(CM‘oNdse= Oavario | 2000) .

TexT | @ GitDAS WRoTE This areund SO AD.

Gildas

being strengthened by God, calling upon him with all their hearts, as the
poet says,

“With their unnumbered vows they burden heaven,”

that they might not be brought to utter destruction, took arms under the
conduct of Ambrosius Aurelianus, a modest man, who of all the Roman
nation was then alone in the confusion of this troubled period by chance
left alive. His parents, who for their merit were adorned with the purple,
had been slain in these same broils, and now his progeny in these our days,
although shamefully degenerated from the worthiness of their ancestors,
provoke to battle their cruel conquerors, and by the goodness of our Lord
obtain the victory.

§26. After this, sometimes our countrymen, sometimes the enemy,
won the field, to the end that our Lord might in this land try after his
accustomed manner these his Israelites, whether they loved him or not,
until the year of the siege of Bath-hill, when took place also the last almost,
though not the least slaughter of our cruel foes, which was (as I am sure)
forty-four years and one mouth after the landing of the Saxons, and also
the time of my own nativity. And yet neither to this day are the cities of our
country inhabited as before, but being forsaken and overthrown, still lie
desolate; our foreign wars having ceased, but our civil troubles still
remaining. For as well the remembrance of such a terrible desolation of the
island, as also of the unexpected recovery of the same, remained in the
minds of those who were eyewitnesses of the wonderful events of both,
and in regard thereof, kings, public magistrates, and private persons, with
priests and clergymen, did all and every one of them live orderly according
to their several vocations. But when these had departed out of this world,
and a new race succeeded, who were ignorant of this troublesome time,
and had only experience of the present prosperity, all the laws of truth and
justice were so shaken and subverted, that not so much as a vestige or
remembrance of these virtues remained among the above-named orders of
men, except among a very few who, compared with the great multitude
which were daily rushing headlong down to hell, are accounted so small a
number, that our reverend mother, the church, scarcely beholds them, her
only true children, reposing in her bosom; whose worthy lives, being a
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the mountains, were butchered in heaps. Others, spent with hunger, came forth and submitted
themselves to the enemy, to undergo for the sake of food perpetual servitude, if they were not killed
upon the spot. Some, with sorrowful hearts, fled beyond the seas. Others, remaining in their own
country, led a miserable life of terror and anxiety of mind among the mountains, woods and crags.

CHAP. XVI. How the Britons obtained their first victory over the Angles, under the command
of Ambrosius, a Roman. [486silk]

When the army of the enemy, having destroyed and dispersed the natives, had returned home

to their own settlements, the Britons began by degrees to take heart, and gather strength, sallying
out of the lurking places where they had concealed themselves, and with one accord imploring the
Divine help, that they might not utterly be destroyed. They had at that time for their leader,

Ambrosius Aurelianus, a man of worth, who alone, by chance, of the Roman nation had survived
the storm, in which his parents, who were of the royal race, had perished. Under him the Britons
revived, and offering battle to the victors, by the help of God, gained the victory. From that day,

sometimes the natives, and sometimes their enemies, prevailed, till the year of the siege of Badon-hill,
when they made no small slaughter of those enemies, about forty-four years after their arrival in
England. But of this hereafter.

CHAP. XVII. How Germanus the Bishop, sailing into Britain with Lupus, first quelled the
tempest of the sea, and afterwards that of the Pelagians, by Divine power. [429 A.D.]

Some few years before their arrival, the Pelagian heresy, brought over by Agricola, the son of
Severianus, a Pelagian bishop, had corrupted with its foul taint the faith of the Britons. But whereas
they absolutely refused to embrace that perverse doctrine, and blaspheme the grace of Christ, yet
were not able of themselves to confute the subtilty of the unholy belief by force of argument, they
bethought them of wholesome counsels and determined to crave aid of the Gallican prelates in that
spiritual warfare. Hereupon, these, having assembled a great synod, consulted together to determine
what persons should be sent thither to sustain the faith, and by unanimous consent, choice was
made of the apostolic prelates, Germanus, Bishop of Auxerre, and Lupus of Troyes, to go into
Britain to confirm the people’s faith in the grace of God. With ready zeal they complied with the
request and commands of the Holy Church, and put to sea. The ship sped safely with favouring
winds till they were halfway between the coast of Gaul and Britain. There on a sudden they were
obstructed by the malevolence of demons, who were jealous that men of such eminence and piety
should be sent to bring back the people to salvation. They raised storms, and darkened the sky with
clouds. The sails could not support the fury of the winds, the sailors’ skill was forced to give way,
the ship was sustained by prayer, not by strength, and as it happened, their spiritual leader and
bishop, being spent with weariness, had fallen asleep. Then, as if because resistance flagged, the
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Nennius

who built Gloiuda, a great city upon the banks of the river Severn, and in
British is called Cair Gloui, in Saxon, Gloucester. Enough has been said of
Vortigern.

§50. St. Germanus, after his death, returned into his own country.
At66 that time, the Saxons greatly increased in Britain, both in strength and
numbers. And Octa, after the death of his father Hengist, came from the
sinistral part of the island to the kingdom of Kent, and from him have
proceeded all the kings of that province, to the present period.

Then it was, that the magnanimous Arthur, with all the kings and
military force of Britain, fought against the Saxons. And though there were
many more noble than himself, yet he was twelve times chosen their
commander, and was as often conqueror. The first battle in which he was
engaged, was at the mouth of the river Gleni.67 The second, third, fourth,
and fifth, were on another river, by the Britons called Duglas,68 in the
region Linuis. The sixth, on the river Bassas.69 The seventh in the wood
Celidon, which the Britons call Cat Coit Celidon.”70 The eighth was near
Gurnion castle,”1 where Arthur bore the image of the Holy Virgin,72
mother of God, upon his shoulders, and through the power of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the holy Mary, put the Saxons to flight, and pursued them
the whole day with great slaughter.”3 The ninth was at the City of
Legion,”4Exeter. which is called Cair Lion. The tenth was on the banks of
the river Trat Treuroit.”> The eleventh was on the mountain Breguoin,

| which we call Cat Bregion.”6 The twelfth was a most severe contest, when

{ Arthur penetrated to the hill of Badon.”” In this engagement, nine hundred

and forty fell by his hand alone, no one but the Lord affording him
assistance. In all these engagements the Britons were successful. For no
strength can avail against the will of the Almighty.

The more the Saxons were vanquished, the more they sought for new
supplies of Saxons from Germany; so that kings, commanders, and military
bands were invited over from almost every province. And this practice
they continued till the reign of Ida, who was the son of Eoppa; he, of the
Saxon race, was the first king in Bernicia, and in Cair Ebrauc (York).

When Gratian Aequantius was consul at Rome, because then the
whole world was governed by the Roman consuls, the Saxons were
received by Vortigern in the year of our Lord four hundred and forty-
seven, and to the year in which we now write, five hundred and forty-
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Chapter 2. Hoel sends fifteen thousand men to Arthur’s assistance.

Arthur complied with their advice, and made his retreat to London,
where he called an assembly of all the clergy and nobility of the
kingdom, to ask their advice, what course to take against the formidable
power of the pagans. After some deliberation, it was agreed that
ambassadors should be despatched into Armorica, to king Hoel, to
represent to him the calamitous state of Britain. Hoel was the son of
Arthur’s sister by Dubricius, king of the Armorican Britons; so that, upon
advice of the disturbances his uncle was threatened with, he ordered his
fleet to be got ready, and, having assembled fifteen thousand men, he
arrived with the first fair wind at Hamo’s Port, and was received with all
suitable honour by Arthur, and most affectionately embraced by him.

Chapter 3. Arthur makes the Saxons his tributaries.

After a few days they went to relieve the city Kaerliudcoit, that was
besieged by the pagans; which being situated upon a mountain, between
two rivers in the province of Lindisia, is called by another name
Lindocolinum. As soon as they arrived there with all their forces, they
fought with the Saxons, and made a grievous slaughter of them, to the
number of six thousand; part of whom were drowned in the rivers, part
fell by the hands of the Britons. The rest in a great consternation quitted
the siege and fled, but were closely pursued by Arthur, till they came to
the wood of Celidon, where they endeavoured to form themselves into a
body again, and make a stand. And here they again joined battle with
the Britons, and made a brave defence, whilst the trees that were in the
place secured them against the enemies’ arrows. Arthur, seeing this,
commanded the trees that were in that part of the wood to be cut down,
and the trunks to be placed quite round them, so as to hinder their
getting out; resolving to keep them pent up here till he could reduce
them by famine. He then commanded his troops to besiege the wood,
and continued three days in that place. The Saxons, having now no
provisions to sustain them, and being just ready to starve with hunger,
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begged for leave to go out; in consideration whereof they offered to
leave all their gold and silver behind them, and return back to Germany
with nothing but their empty ships. They promised also that they would
pay him tribute from Germany, and leave hostages with him. Arthur,
after consultation, about it, granted their petition; allowing them only
leave to depart, and retaining all their treasures, as also hostages for
payment of the tribute. But as they were under sail on their return home,
they repented of their bargain, and tacked about again towards Britain,
and went on shore at Totness. No sooner were they landed, than they
made an utter devastation of the country as far as the Severn sea, and
put all the peasants to the sword. From thence they pursued their furious
march to the town of Bath, and laid siege to it. When the king had
intelligence of it, he was beyond measure surprised at their proceedings,
and immediately gave orders for the execution of the hostages. And
desisting from an attempt which he had entered upon to reduce the Scots
and Picts, he marched with the utmost expedition to raise the siege; but
laboured under very great difficulties, because he had left his nephew
Hoel sick at Alclud. At length, having entered the province of Somerset,
and beheld how the siege was carried on, he addressed himself to his
followers in these words: “Since these impious and detestable Saxons
have disdained to keep faith with me, I, to keep faith with God, will
endeavour to revenge the blood of my countrymen this day upon them.
To arms, soldiers, to arms, and courageously fall upon the perfidious
wretches, over whom we shall, with Christ assisting us, undoubtedly
obtain the victory.”

Chapter 4. Dubricius’s speech against the treacherous Saxons.
Arthur with his own hand kills four hundred and seventy Saxons in one
battle. Colgrin and Baldulph are killed in the same.

When he had done speaking, St. Dubricius, archbishop of Legions,
going to the top of a hill, cried out with a loud voice, “You that have the
honour to profess the Christian faith, keep fixed in your minds the love
which you owe to your country and fellow subjects, whose sufferings by
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the treachery of the pagans will be an everlasting reproach to you, if you
do not courageously defend them. It is your country which you fight for,
and for which you should, when required, voluntarily suffer death; for
that itself is victory and the cure of the soul. For he that shall die for his
brethren, offers himself a living sacrifice to God, and has Christ for his
example, who condescended to lay down his life for his brethren. If
therefore any of you shall be killed in this war, that death itself, which is
suffered in so glorious a cause, shall be to him for penance and
absolution of all his sins.” At these words, all of them, encouraged with
the benediction of the holy prelate, instantly armed themselves, and
prepared to obey his orders. Also Arthur himself, having put on a coat of
mail suitable to the grandeur of so powerful a king, placed a golden
helmet upon his head, on which was engraved the figure of a dragon;
and on his shoulders his shield called Priwen; upon which the picture of
the blessed Mary, mother of God, was painted, in order to put him
frequently in mind of her. Then girding on his Caliburn, which was an
excellent sword made in the isle of Avallon, he graced his right hand
with his lance, named Ron, which was hard, broad, and fit for slaughter.
After this, having placed his men in order, he boldly attacked the Saxons,
who were drawn out in the shape of a wedge, as their manner was. And
they, notwithstanding that the Britons fought with great eagerness,
made a noble defence all that day; but at length, towards sunsetting,
climbed up the next mountain, which served them for a camp: for they
desired no larger extent of ground, since they confided very much in
their numbers. The next morning Arthur, with his army, went up the
mountain, but lost many of his men in the ascent, by the advantage which
the Saxons had in their station on the top, from whence they could pour
down upon him with much greater speed, than he was able to advance
against them. Notwithstanding, after a very hard struggle, the Britons
gained the summit of the hill, and quickly came to a close engagement
with the enemy, who again gave them a warm reception, and made a
vigorous defence. In this manner was a great part of that day also spent,
whereupon Arthur, provoked to see the little advantage he had yet
gained, and that victory still continued in suspense, drew out his
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Caliburn, and, calling upon the name of the blessed Virgin, rushed
forward with great fury into the thickest of the enemy’s ranks; of whom
(such was the merit of his prayers:) not one escaped alive that felt the
fury of his sword; neither did he give over the fury of his assault until he
had, with his Caliburn alone, killed four hundred and seventy men. The
Britons, seeing this, followed their leader in great multitudes, and made
slaughter on all sides; so that Colgrin, and Baldulph his brother, and
many thousands more, fell before them. But Cheldric, in this imminent
danger of his men, betook himself to flight.

Chapter 5. The Saxons, after their leader Cheldric was killed,
are all compelled by Cador to surrender.

The victory being thus gained, the king commanded Cador, duke of
Cornwall, to pursue them, while he himself should hasten his march into
Albania: from whence he had advice that the Scots and Picts were
besieging Alclud, in which, as we said before, Hoel lay sick. Therefore he
hastened to his assistance, for fear he might fall into the hands of the
barbarians. In the meantime the duke of Cornwall, who had the
command of ten thousand men, would not as yet pursue the Saxons in
their flight, but speedily made himself master of their ships, to hinder
their getting on board, and manned them with his best soldiers, who
were to beat back the pagans in case they should flee thither: after this he
hastily pursued the enemy, according to Arthur’s command, and allowed
no quarter to those he could overtake. So that they whose behaviour
before was so cruel and insolent, now with timorous hearts fled for
shelter, sometimes to the coverts of the woods, sometimes to mountains
and caves, to prolong a wretched life. At last, when none of these places
could afford them a safe retreat, they entered the Isle of Thanet with
their broken forces; but neither did they there get free from the duke of
Cornwall’s pursuit, for he still continued slaughtering them, and gave
them no respite till he had killed Cheldric, and taken hostages for the
surrender of the rest.
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