
Welcome to the Division of Law.  We have set up a Welcome NILE site which you 
can access on the following link:  http://bit.ly/LAW-WELCOME .  This site gives 

you information about the course, the modules you will be studying as well as 
about the Law Society, Volunteering and some of the employability activities we 

run to help you with your future career. 
 
Please check the site regularly as we will be updating it over the next few weeks.  

In due course we will be putting details of an Activity we would like you to 
complete and bring with you to Welcome Week in September.   

 
We have also produced a reading list for you to use over the summer to give you 
a feel for the skills you will need, the law you will be studying and the 

importance of keeping up to date with what is going on around you.   

We look forward to welcoming you in September. 

 

Summer Reading for the LLB and Joint Honours Law Courses 

Here are some suggestions of reading materials which you may find useful to 

prepare yourself for your studies. 

Newspapers 

A good starting point is to keep up-to-date with the news. You can look at the 
web sites for the broadsheet newspapers (these provide a better depth of 

coverage, comment and analysis on the news than the tabloid newspapers).  

www.guardian.co.uk  – education section, plus Special Reports on various issues 
(e.g. Immigration, Asylum and Nationality), plus national and international news 

www.independent.co.uk  – education section, plus news 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/   - Law and Student sections, plus news 

www.telegraph.co.uk  – education section, plus news 

The education sections of the newspapers might be useful to look at in August 
and September, as they normally have features on starting university. 

Textbooks 

We are not providing a reading list for each module yet, because many of the 
publishers are still up-dating existing textbooks and producing new texts. The 

reading lists for each module will be finalised for the start of term.  

You might find it useful though to do some general background reading. The 
following books are useful, but there are others available. It is not expected that 

you will read all of these books, but reading one or two will be useful preparation 
for starting your degree.  

http://bit.ly/LAW-WELCOME
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/


Background reading:   

Rivlin G First Steps in the Law 7th edition May 2015 (Oxford) 

 

Study Skills: 

Recommended Reading 

Finch and Fafinski, Legal Skills, (5th ed) (2015, Oxford) –  

This covers sources of law, academic and practical legal skills e.g. writing 

essays, mooting skills.  Includes self-test questions. Links to a web site 
providing additional material.  

 

Other Books 

Bradney et al, How to Study Law, (7th ed) (2014, Sweet & Maxwell) – outline of 

the English legal system, sources of law, study skills, and careers in law. 

McBride, Letters to a Law Student: A guide to studying law at university (3rd ed) 
(2013, Pearson) – Part 1 of the book is not particularly relevant – advice if you 

are thinking of studying law, rather than advice if you are about to start a 
degree. The rest of the book looks useful though, covering study skills, 

preparation for essay writing and  exams, and careers. 

McVea and Cumper, Exam Skills for Law Students, (2nd ed) (2006, OUP) 

Smith, Glanville Williams: Learning the Law, (15th ed) (2014, Sweet & Maxwell) 
– quite a traditional book, covering the English legal system, methods and skills 

for studying law, and careers. 

 


