

Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEPS) and the use of safe refuges
Information for students
Introduction
During your time at the University, your health and safety is of paramount concern to us.  Due to the information that you have provided to us regarding your disability, we need to gather information regarding any support you may need during an emergency evacuation from the University’s buildings.  The information you provide may lead to the development of a Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP).
What is a PEEP?

A PEEP is designed to ensure the health and safety of individuals with a permanent/temporary disability, should an emergency situation arise that requires building evacuation (e.g. fire alarm activation, bomb threat), particularly for buildings with more than one floor.  The plan is unique to the individual and stipulates the actions that need to taken.  It will cover all buildings the individual is likely to occupy whilst at University of Northampton and will apply equally to staff and students.

It is not the case that every person with a disability will require a PEEP, however if your disability may restrict you evacuating a building safely, we need to ensure appropriate provisions have been made for you.

It is important to realise that the information in a PEEP does not reveal any specific medical details about your disability, but it does provide information as to the provisions that are needed to ensure your safety.  It may be necessary for the details of your PEEP to be disclosed with other members of University staff other than those who have completed the PEEP with you.  These may include security staff, your personal tutor, your School’s disability co-ordinator, library staff and residential wardens.
It is central to this process that you are involved from the very beginning in decisions about your health and safety.
How will this be implemented at the university?
Whilst studying at the University it is probable that you will have access to a variety of buildings.  All these buildings are of different designs and levels and it would not be appropriate for you to have an individual PEEP for each building you go in.  The only exception to where an individual plan will be appropriate is if you are in Halls of residence or the library.
For all buildings with more than one floor (except residencies), the University has designated areas classed as ‘Safe Refuges’.  These areas are protected by fire resistant doors and have a fire protected two way communication system linked to the security lodges.
What is the procedure for using a ‘safe refuge’?
The procedure for using these refuges is the same in all University buildings on both campuses.  A list of ‘Safe Refuges’ is given at the end of the guide.  The ‘Safe Refuges’ will also be signed from within each building.

At the time of an evacuation if you have a disability that may affect your ability to evacuate down stairs safely, the most appropriate and safe place for you will be a ‘Safe Refuge’.  The procedure for accessing the ‘Safe Refuges’ is as follows:
· You should make your way or be assisted by staff/students to the nearest safe refuge.

· You should remain in the refuge and must notify security of your presence via the two way communication.
· It may be the case that your PEEP indicates the need for someone to remain with you in the refuge.  Where this is the case, the University’s Fire Safety Adviser and Occupational Health and Safety Department must also be notified in advance to ensure appropriate support is in place for the assistant.

· Security will notify the fire and rescue services and maintain dialogue with you whist you are in the refuge.

What happens if I have further questions?
If you have any questions about the PEEP process, you should raise them with the Access Ability Team in Student Services.  If they are unable to answer your question they will be able to redirect your question to either the University’s Fire safety Adviser or Occupational Health and Safety Office.
Location of safe refuges
Park Campus

Brampton left hand stairs

Brampton right hand stairs

Cottesbrooke C201

Cottesbrooke C211

Cottesbrooke C232

Cottesbrooke C304

Cottesbrooke C311

Cottesbrooke C328

Fawsley F19

Finance office rear stairs

Holdenby first floor adjacent lift

Kelmarsh K202

Library rear Escape stairs
Library side Escape stairs
Library front Escape stairs
Library adjacent Plant Room
Library top landing Holdenby stairs

Library central stairs top landing

Library first floor Holdenby stairs

Senate first floor Seminar room

Senate second floor Committee room

Student Centre left hand Fire Escape

Student Centre right hand Fire Escape

Student Union rear stairs

Student Union front stairs left

Student Union front stairs right

Sulgrave Front stairs

Sulgrave Rear stairs

Yelvetoft adjacent Y208

Yelvetoft adjacent Y202

Avenue Campus

Maidwell Main Reception

Maidwell MR5

Maidwell MR Bridge

Maidwell MR33

Maidwell MR57

Maidwell MR69

Maidwell adjacent MR70

Maidwell MG Floor

Maidwell MY57

Maidwell MY43

Maidwell MY35

Maidwell MY Bridge

Library first floor stairs ST8

Library first floor stairs ST1

Library second floor stairs ST1

Library second floor stairs ST8

