The University of Northampton, Student Administration and Services [image: image7.wmf]
Minimum Wage in the UK

[image: image1.jpg]THE UNIVERSITY OF

NORTHAMPTON

Student Administration
and Services




What is the minimum wage?

[image: image3.wmf]Almost all UK workers have a legal right to a minimum rate of pay per hour.  The level of pay is set by the government and is reviewed every year in October.  There are different minimum rates of pay depending on your age.
From October 2010:
· £5.93 - the rate for workers aged 21 and over.
· £4.92 - the 18-20 rate.
· £3.64 - the 16-17 rate.
· New minimum wage of £2.50 per hour for apprentices who are either under 19 or in the first year of their apprenticeship.
From October 2011:

· £6.08 – the rate for workers aged 21 and over.
· £4.98 – the 18-20 rate.

· £3.68 – the 16-17 rate.

· The apprentice rate, for apprentices under 19 or 19 or over and in the first year of their apprenticeship will increase to £2.60
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How often is the minimum wage changed?

The level of pay is set by the government and is reviewed every year in October. 

I think I’m being paid less than the minimum wage.  What do I do?
Make sure you have calculated your pay properly.  Every employee has the right to have a document detailing how their pay is calculated; this is typically a wage slip.  If you think you are not getting what you are entitled to then talk to your employer.

[image: image5.wmf]If talking to your employer does not help, or you do not want to talk to them, you can also call the Pay and Work Rights Helpline on 0800 917 2368.  Calls are confidential, and you can ask for help in claiming the minimum wage including back pay.
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Where to get help

The following organisations provide free and confidential advice on the minimum wage:

· Pay and Work Rights Helpline: 0800 917 2368
· The Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration Service (Acas): 08457 47 47 47

· Northampton and District Citizen Advice Bureau: 0844 855 2122

All this information has been obtained from the following government website: http://www.direct.gov.uk 
Please go to this website for further information.

Guidance & Information Team

Telephone: 01604 892833

Email: studentcentre@northampton.ac.uk

Web: www.northampton.ac.uk/departments/studentservices/
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This leaflet is available in alternative formats.
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